ALSO @ DJS...

Denmead Junior School

You’ll have realised by now that it’s never ‘quiet’ at DJS. We have welcomed in a whole host of different visitors, which have included
Bikability trainers to help our year 6 cyclists be safe on the roads, nursing teams who carried out the whole school flu vaccination,
Ofsted inspectors of course and Bushcraft Residential speakers. Possibly our youngest visitor came in the shape of the newest member
of the Pettit family as Mrs Pettit brought 4-week old Joshua in for a quick hello.
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Autumn 2019 Roundup Newsletter
Thursday 24th October 2019

AUTUMN TERM DATES
(Letters to follow about many of these)
NOVEMBER:

We have been delighted to welcome in a huge number of parents and carers too in recent weeks, through opportunities to wach some
very thought-provoking and dramatic class assembly performances, join in with maths learning sessions and other parent information
events. We look forward to meeting more Year 2 parents in the coming months to our remaining open events.

PHOTO FINISH
This amazing image was shared
with us by Sam’s family, who
very proudly told us about a
national photo competition that
Sam entered. His entry - named
‘Drowning on dry land’ - was
awarded second place and will
be displayed at Christie’s
auction house in London alongside work by some of the
world’s
top
contemporary
artists including Tracey Emin
and Antony Gormley. The team
of judges included renowned British photographer Rankin and TV
celebrity Gaby Roslin. What an amazing achievement!

MUSIC TO OUR EARS
Congratulations to Alice and Sophia who achieved the
SILVER level in their stage 1 violin music lessons this week!

ASSEMBLY SCHEDULE












First day back - 8.45am Monday 4th
PTA meeting (White Hart) - 7pm Monday 4th
Year 2 open morning - 9am Tuesday 5th
Travelling Books from 6th November
Shoe Box appeal deadline - Thursday 7th
Y6 SATS Info evening - 6.30pm Thursday 7th
Denmead Remembrance Event - Sunday 10th
Year 2 open evening - 7pm Tuesday 12th
**School photos** - Wednesday 13th
Lower school ‘Winter Warmer’ reading
evening - 6.30pm Thursday 14th
 Children In Need - Friday 15th (non-uniform)
 Lower school Roman Day - Friday 29th

Children enjoying the Autumn sunshine and still able
to run the daily mile thanks to our running path

DECEMBER:








Pantaloons Theatre - Thursday 5th
PTA Christmas Fair - 3.30-5.30pm Friday 6th
PTA Christmas Shopping Day - Thursday 12th
Rocksteady parent show - 10am Friday 13th
Christmas lunch - Tuesday 17th
Last day of term - 1.15pm Friday 20th
Glow Ride - Friday 27th

JANUARY:
 INSET day: Monday 6th
 Children back in: 8.45am Tuesday 7th

The Romans invade
Belgium’s class assembly

The start of a new academic year is always a time filled with excitement and expectation, as children and staff alike settle
into new routines, with new people. This first half term has proved an especially busy one, with some fantastic events and
interesting challenges for all of us! At DJS we pride ourselves on building on success and our OFSTED report confirmed this
is very much what we are doing. Inspiring curiosity, we provide many opportunities for children to explore different ways
to achieve success, whether facing a physical challenge on a residential trip or mastering a tricky maths calculation
technique. It has been a pleasure to welcome many of you to join us for the various events this half term and look forward
to continuing to work together with you to keep you informed and share what we are doing at school. In the meantime, we
wish you a great half term holiday and encourage you to make a note of information in this newsletter regarding events
next term - the run up to Christmas is certainly no less busy!
Tel: 02392 252735
www.denmead-jun.hants.sch.uk

E: admin.office@denmead-jun.hants.sch.uk
www.facebook.com/DenmeadJuniorSchool

Online payments/parent evening
booking: www.scopay.com

LOWER SCHOOL INVASION!

WONDERFUL WALES...

A Roman presence has well and truly invaded lower school this term and in the words of Caesar himself, the children
‘Veni, Vidi, Vici’, when they explored Fishbourne Roman Palace earlier this term. In their groups, they were able to look
round the landscaped gardens, noting plants that were used for cooking and medicine, sketch some of the amazing mosaic
remains and enjoy a short film about the site, plus lots of hands-on activities and dressing up in a workshop session. Tristan
said he enjoyed looking at all the different artefacts and thought that the skeletons were really ‘cool’. Georgia loved
looking at the village model and to see how much bigger the Palace would have looked in real life. Alex thought his class
dressing up as slaves was funny in the workshop, and they all liked the challenges of making their own mosaic pattern and
writing their names using roman letters.

Year 6 have had a busy start to their final year here at DJS, with many taking part in the Tregoyd residential visit at the very
start of term. The 5-day trip at the centre based in the Brecon Beacons national park, saw children challenge themselves
across a whole range of physical and social skills activities, requiring all the learning values and skills we promote at DJS,
not least resilience and determination. The week was filled with outdoor games and challenges including water activities,
climbing, shooting and team orienteering tasks. Eleanor loved everything about the week and Sam thought raft-building
and jumping into the lake after was brilliant. Mya and Pippa loved the food - particularly the chips and chicken kiev!

Back in class, some of the children have already constructed roman chariots, using their maths knowledge and practical
skills to design and measure materials needed. The children also examined some artefacts to debate whether we could say
that Romans were builders or fighters, depending on what they believed was the purpose of the items in the chest.

Well done to everyone who brought in such amazing and creative extended learning creations - we wanted to share a few
with you above. Don’t forget your next piece needs to be in by Monday 25th November, just in time for an exciting Roman
Day at school on Friday 29th November - more on that after half term.

HOME BIRDS

SPORTS SUCCESS

The Year 6 children who stayed back at school during the
residential week, completed a range of different activities
in and outdoors, including using iPads to film a stop animation scene using clay
models they had designed
themselves.

DJS kicked off sporting campaigns with football and tri-golf
teams this term. Competing with other schools in the local
area, we are grateful for the support of parents and staff
who attend these team challenges, giving children
additional opportunities to try different activities.

COMMUNITY NEWS
It may have been only 7 weeks ago, but
back in the warm sunshine of early
September, some of our House Captains
joined Mrs Viner and Mrs Marks to
offer some fun guessing games at the
terrific annual Denmead Scouts Dino
Derby.
Fast forward to Autumn, and a big
thank you to everyone who sent in
donations last week for our Harvest
Week. These were all gratefully
collected by volunteers from the
Portsmouth Foodbank and will make a
real difference to those in need.

We also love celebrating the achievements of our children
outside of school. This term we were notified that Henobi
competed in the Southern Regions Gymnastics heats,
achieving 4th place overall to earn a place in the Southern
England Squad this season. Sibling George shared his gold
medal for competing in a Southampton team trampoline
competition.

